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Statement from Mayor Liccardo on 9th Circuit Court 

Decision in MLB Lawsuit 
 

“When the City Council decided to pursue this lawsuit, we knew that success would likely require a 

ruling from the U.S. Supreme Court, because only the Supreme Court can revisit its century-old 

decision that created an anti-trust exemption that no American industry other than Major League 

Baseball enjoys. San José should be allowed to compete with other cities for major league teams, 

and I expect the U.S. Supreme Court to affirm the nation’s fundamental predisposition toward fair 

and free competition.   

 

Since taxpayers do not have to foot the bill for this litigation, San José has nothing but upside to 

continue to pursue this to the Supreme Court, as a successful result will enable a half-billion dollar, 

privately-financed stadium in the heart of our city.  A privately-funded stadium would also bring 

millions of dollars of tax revenues to help our City pay for more police officers, road repairs, 

libraries, and other critical services.”  
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